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Course Descriptions 
Burnaby Central 

 
 

VISUAL ARTS 
 
 
ARTS EDUCATION 
The Arts Education curriculum strives to encourage students’ artful habits of mind 
through engaged arts learning. 

A strong arts education benefits all students, communities, and societies by 
contributing to the development of well-rounded, educated citizens. 

All our Arts Courses include a strong Indigenous component, examining First Peoples 
Perspectives, Knowledge and Protocols, other ways of knowing and local cultural 
knowledge. 

Arts Education 8. This class is an exciting and dynamic introduction to high school Art 
courses offered at Burnaby Central. Art 8 gives our students an initial opportunity for 
creative and intellectual exploration of fun and challenging art making techniques and 
processes. Students will explore contemporary and historical aspects of art in both 
two-dimensions and three dimensions.  

Arts Education 9 This course provides opportunity for exploration of a variety of 
materials, processes and techniques in two-dimensions and three-dimensions, and 
study of artists who have worked in these areas. Emphasis will be placed on the 
development of personal imagery and a basic understanding of the elements and 
principles of design. A sketchbook is recommended. 

Art Studio 10 This course provides an opportunity for continued exploration and 
experience in a variety of two- dimensional and three-dimensional mediums. Students 
will be engaged in the development of skills and knowledge related to personal image 
creation, selected techniques and historical developments. A sketchbook is 
recommended.  

Photography 10  
Photography is a unique art form that captures images for artistic expression. In this 
course students will create photographic works using sensory inspiration, imagination, 
and inquiry, to explore photographic possibilities and take creative risks to express 
meaning, intent, and emotion. 
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Studio Arts 2D 10 An artist's intention transforms materials into art. Traditions, 
perspectives, worldviews, and stories can be shared through aesthetic experiences. 
Students in this course will Create 2D artistic works with an audience in mind, explore 
artistic possibilities and take creative risks to express meaning, intent and emotion.  

Studio Arts 3D 10 Growth as an artist requires time, patience, and reflection. Students 
in this course will Create three-dimensional (3D) artistic works using sensory 
inspiration, imagination, and inquiry to express meaning, intent, and emotions through 
3D artistic works. We will develop and refine artistic skills and techniques in a range of 
styles and movements and demonstrate safe and responsible use of materials, tools, 
and work space. 
 

Media Arts 10 This is an interdisciplinary course involving students in creative methods 
of communication in a variety of digital forms including Video, Audio, Animation, 
Photography and Desktop Publishing. Some traditional graphic arts processes will also 
be introduced, such as silk screen and cyan-o-type Printmaking. Students will explore, 
create, reason, reflect, communicate and document through these artistic practices. 
Though the methods are skills-driven, the course is Project-Based and Content-
Oriented, covering important concepts such as identity of self and others, social 
responsibility and critical and creative thinking. 

Arts Studio 11 Artistic expression is an artist’s physical and cognitive articulation  
of our humanity. In this course students will demonstrate active engagement in 
creating artistic works and resolving creative challenges in a wide variety of mediums. 
They will explore contributions of traditional and innovative visual artists from a 
variety of movements and contexts and they will begin to reason and understand the 
purpose of a critique and choose when to apply suggestions 
 
Graphic Arts 11 Graphic arts reflect the interconnectedness of the individual, 
community, history, and society. In this course students will explore a variety of digital 
and traditional graphic arts processes and technologies, including drawing, 
printmaking, desk top publishing, photography and software applications. We will 
learn to describe and analyze, using discipline-specific language, how artists use 
materials, technologies, processes, and environments in art making and we will learn 
to develop personal answers to aesthetic questions. 
 
Photography 11 Artistic expression is an artist’s physical and cognitive articulation of 
our humanity. In this course students will begin to intentionally select and combine 
photographic processes, and image-making technologies to convey ideas, create 
photographic images for a specific audience, develop and refine photographic skills 
and techniques related to a range  
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of styles and genres and demonstrate active engagement in creating photographic 
images and resolving  
creative challenges. 
 
Studio Arts 2D 11 Two-dimensional artistic works provide unique aesthetic 
experiences in a variety of contexts. Students will create 2D art works using a wide 
range of materials, processes and techniques. They will begin to analyze design choices 
in 2D artistic works, develop personal answers to aesthetic questions and examine the 
influences of a variety of contexts on artistic works 
 
Studio Arts 3D 11 Artistic expression is an artist’s physical, emotional, and cognitive 
articulation of our humanity. Included in this course will be opportunities to create 
artistic works to reflect personal voice, story, and values, create artistic works that 
reflect personal, cultural, and historical contexts and explore First Peoples 
perspectives, knowledge, and protocols; other ways of knowing, and local cultural 
knowledge through 3D artistic works. 
 
Media Arts 11 Further exploration using sensory inspiration and taking creative risks in 
interdisciplinary digital art forms including Video, Sound, Animation, Photography and 
Desktop Publishing. Students will begin to develop a deeper understanding of the 
creative process, employing strategies of exploration, reasoning, communicating and 
documenting. Though the methods are skills-driven, the course is always Project-Based 
and Content-Oriented, covering important concepts such as identity of self and others, 
social responsibility and critical and creative thinking. 
 
Art Studio 12. Purposeful artistic choices enhance the depth and meaning of artistic 
work. In this course students will demonstrate active engagement in the creative 
process and learn to  resolve creative challenges in a wide variety of mediums. 
Students will create artistic works using sensory inspiration, imagination, and inquiry, 
recognize and engage in the reciprocal process of critique document, share, and 
appreciate artistic works in a variety of contexts and create artistic works to reflect 
personal voice, story, and values. 
 
Graphic Arts 12 Aesthetic experiences have the power to change our perspective. This 
course is an in depth exploration of a variety of digital and traditional graphic arts 
processes and technologies, including drawing, printmaking, desk top publishing, 
photography and software applications. Students will Take creative risks to express 
thoughts and emotions, refine skills and techniques related to various styles and 
technologies, demonstrate innovation in creating graphic artworks and resolving 
design challenges and examine contributions of traditional and innovative graphic 
artists from a variety of movements, periods, and contexts. 
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Photography 12 Growth as a photographer is dependent on perseverance, resilience, 
and reflection. In this course students will intentionally select and combine 
photographic processes, and image-making technologies to convey ideas. They will 
create photographic images for a specific audience, develop and refine photographic 
skills and techniques related to a range of styles and genres, and demonstrate active 
engagement in creating photographic images and resolving creative challenges. 
 
Studio Arts 2D 12 Visual arts reflect the interconnectedness of the individual, 
community, history, and society. Students will create 2D art works using a wide range 
of materials, processes and techniques. They will begin to analyze design choices in 2D 
artistic works, develop personal answers to aesthetic questions and examine the 
influences of a variety of contexts on artistic works. They will create artistic works to 
reflect personal voice, story, and values, explore First Peoples perspectives, 
knowledge, protocols and other ways of knowing, explore local cultural knowledge 
through 2D artistic works and the reciprocal relationships between 2D artistic works, 
culture, and society. 
 
Studio Arts 3D 12 Three-dimensional artistic works provide unique aesthetic 
experiences in a variety of contexts. Students will create artistic works to reflect 
personal voice, story, and values, create artistic works that reflect personal, cultural, 
and historical contexts and explore First Peoples perspectives, knowledge, and 
protocols, other ways of knowing, and local cultural knowledge through 3D artistic 
works. Refine artistic skills and techniques from a variety of styles 
Students will demonstrate active engagement in creating artistic works and resolving 
creative challenges and explore contributions of traditional and innovative artists from 
a variety of movements and contexts 
 

Media Arts 12 Sensory Inspiration, Imagination and Inquiry as explored through Digital 
Media such as Sound, Video, Animation and Photography make up the fundamentals 
of this course. Students will round out their understanding of the creative process, 
refining skills and techniques from various styles and genres, examining traditional, 
established, new and emerging technologies. Though the methods are skills-driven, the 
course is always Project-Based and Content-Oriented, covering important concepts 
such as identity of self and others, social responsibility and critical and creative 
thinking. 
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